LEWISBURG
A RIVER TOWN?

This presentation builds on an earlier studies by Bloomsburg planning
student Jesse Lewis, North Ward Resident Andrew Ciotola, ang Bucknell
Geography students under Professor Marsh, as well as Susquehanna
Greenway Partnership materials.



River Town Meeting Agenda

Welcome/Introductions

River Town Presentation
» Background

= SGP River Town concept

» Lewisburg’s potential

Discussion with potential partners
Feedback

Schedule next meeting



Lewisburg Is a River Town, But

The borough has a minimal connection to the river

There is one access ramp which has inadequate
parking and a poor quality launch point.

=@ The other existing parks along the river are similarly
under-developed and under-utilized

= The town appears to take the river for granted at best
and ignore it at worst.




Background

North Ward residents expressed a desire for
greater connection to the river.

Summer intern from Bloomsburg University
did a preliminary independent project looking
at different launch sites in the Borough.

Residents expanded on the intern presentation
and approached Borough Council Planning
Committee.

The Council recommended the LNC continue

to explore the idea of pursuing enhanced river
access and the concept of becoming an official
River Town.
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Potential Launch Sites
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Lewisburg’s Riverfront

e a

WOLFE FIELD SITE TN ST ANTHONY ST SITE

i > TEAS
—_ .

SOLDIERS PARK SITE e ST GEORGE ST SITE



Bucknell Student Project

Spring 2013

BUCKNELL
UNIVERSITY



Map Symbols:
@ Scenic Vistas
Roads
———— Existing Trail
CENG Sr. Design Trail
——— Proposed Trail
B Assets
:] Parks

| water Bodies

Bucknell Student Project

Lewisburg Trail Design

Assets:
l - Raverwoods Sensor
Living Community

- Lewisburg Community
Garden

. - Street of Shops
l - St. George Street
Launch

.- Bucknell University
Gateway Dormutories

. - Bucknell Landing

. - Lan Avon Living

Community

Parks:
m - Riverwoods/AY SO
Soccer Complex

- St. Anthony Street
Park

- Greene Park
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- Soldier’s Park
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- Hufnagle Park
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- Marniah's Garden
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Bull Run Greenway
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Rail Trail Planning

Buffalo Valley Rail Trail
Future Phases
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Susquehanna Greenway
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Susquehanna

GREENWAY

Susquehanna Greenway
River Towns Prograrn

Offering recognition and assistance to Greenway
communities that value the River as an asset for
sustainable economic development and healthy living.

e —————



Susquehanna Greenway
River Town Principles:

« Respect and work with the nature of
the Susquehanna River

« Connect with the River both physically
and visually

 Involve people with the River and their
River Town

* Recognize that economic development
favors River Towns

Susquehanna
GREENWAY




A Susquehanna Greenway River Town:

Susquehanna
GREENWAY

« values and protects the resources of the river
«  provides connections to the river for recreation
* has a high quality of life

* is economically viable

* IS a sustainable community

* is a healthy and safe community

. IS accessible

« celebrates its heritage




Susquehanna
GREENWAY

Criteria to be designated as a
Susquehanna Greenway River Town

Be located within the Susquehanna Greenway

« Have an active “River Town Team”

« Commit to 2 projects a year

« Sign a municipal resolution upholding principles

« Submit a River Town application




Susquehanna

Susquehanna Greenway River Town
Designation Celebration

GREENWAY




Susquehanna Greenway River Town
Program Benefits

Susquehanna
GREENWAY

« Assistance with forming a River Town Team and community visioning

« Technical assistance for community assessment, planning, project
identification, funding, and project implementation

» Eligible for DCNR Peer-to-Peer funding

« 2 River Town Signs, a table top display, a community map, and copies of
the River Town Training Manual

« Community promotion throughout the entire 500 miles that make up the
Susquehanna Greenway via our publications, social media and website




Susquehanna Greenway River Town
Technical Assistance

GREENWAY

« Community engagement, organizing and visioning
« Community assessment

« Community asset mapping

 ldentifying priority projects

 ldentifying local and regional partners

« Signage planning and design

 ldentifying funding sources for projects/fundraising




Susquehanna

Jersey Shore Public River Access

GREENWAY

Jersey Shore Boat Launch
e




Susquehanna

Jersey Shore Complete Street Planning

GREENWAY




Susquehanna

Montgomery Tree Plantings

GREENWAY




Susquehanna

Millersburg River Town Panels

GREENWAY




Danville Interpretive Panels

The North Branch Canal

I 1EQG Damiel Montgomery, for whons she town of Damvile wars
mamod wis dlected peesdent of the 2os0d of Canal
Commasgioness. The North Branch Canal was surveyed in 18206-27,
WIth construction of the canal Detwean Necthumberand and
Nariticohs Boginrng in 1828 Tha fiest sler wint Tusned in tring
1E32 opaning up & few Darspoation comdor

Ntk Eranch €

Az Darnilie the canal veccod away froms its normal place along
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thanr trcnineras s north of soush of the canal Both cargo and
packet boaty, which had sleaping and diming sccommaodations,
traweled the camad sttracting focal resichenty and viston 1o the
dock with the sounding of a comdhs hom armouncing thedr
anthval. In 1345 mose than 5,000 peogle geested the troops
retuming home i packet boats from the W st Mexico,

Susquehanna

GREENWAY

Thor use of ardtteacie coal in the Eon Aaraces m Momour County and the
reling of the frst T Aadl for budding ratroads st The Montour fron Works
on October 2, 1845, contributed signihcanty 10 the success of e North
liranch Canad. Thousands of 1oes of coal wene thippad fram the Wyoming
Coathelds 1o peoduce the rals, which it were shipped 10 markets by
canall boats prliad by mules travedng o 4 mides per hour. konkcaly. as
ralroads were bull, they became the peslerred method of tramportation,
leaSing tu the dermine of the canal vpstem.
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River Towns Program Website

Sign In | Regater | Forgoet My Paswocd

GET INVOLVED
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River Towns Program

GREENWAY

View Em
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Benefits of River Connection

= Enhances property values.

= Attracts visitors to community, with consequent

benefit to local economy.
= Improves aesthetic appeal & community identity.

= Encourages healthy lifestyle / exercise /
recreation.

Increases appreciation of local waterways and
environment among residents.

Increases appreciation for Lewisburg’s historic and
cultural connection to the river and the creek.

Offers great “active” opportunity for families.
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Stakeholders

Borough of Lewisburg

Union County and Northumberland County
Property Owners (both adjacent and surrounding)
Residents

Tourists

Susquehanna Valley Visitors” Bureau
Buftalo Valley Recreational Authority

Local canoe/kayak liveries

PA Fish and Boat Commission

Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance

PA DCNR

Susquehanna Greenway Partnership
Bucknell University



Existing and Proposed Activities
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Lewisburg Downtown Partnership Polar Bear
Plunge

Dinner by the River at First Presbyterian
Church

Spring riverbank clean up (new this year)
Celebrate the Susquehanna block party (new)
Possible fall in-river clean up

Coordinated planning/visioning
Others?



Riverbank Clean Up




Polar Bear Plunge




River Awareness Activities




Funding Options

= Grant applications can be completed and
submitted to

= PA Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR)

» Chesapeake Gateways Network

= PA Fish and Boat Commission
= US Fish and Wildlife Service
» Pennsylvania American Water

= Seek partnerships with local employers
= Promote partnerships with wellness programs
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Discussion

How do your organizations see their own
connection to the river?

Are there activities or projects you are already
involved in that could be highlighted as part of
this effort?

Should we move forward with next steps to
creating an official River Town Team and
developing a River Town Plan?



Next Steps

= Launch public process.

= Publicize the effort to get more people

involved.

= Conduct surveys to gauge public interest.

= Start pursuing grant funding.

= Coordinate existing efforts and assess need for

other components.

What's missing?



Conclusion

= Thanks for your time and consideration!

B Questions?




